SPRING CREEK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP
7/13/2010 Partnership Meeting Minutes

· Newton Cloud welcomed everyone, recognized Billy Roland, President of GTRCD, Frank Yancey, Coordinator of GTRCD. Also recognized Bert Early, Matt Roach, of the Georgia Forestry Commission as our newest Partners to join with us.

· Billy Roland gave the Invocation and also gave thanks for our meal.

· Newton Cloud went over status of FY07 Grant Funds and the 50% matching funds   needed for the EPD contract. As written in the report Newton stated that there was $33,654.34 left on the FY 07 grant period which ends 10/10/10. 
· Chris Metcalf asked about the remainder of the funds and how they would be used. Newton replied, that we looking to commit these funds with end gun shutoffs, Irrigation retrofits, and Stream crossing some things that could be completed quickly as we are running out of time.

· Newton Cloud also reported that the FY 09 contract started on 6/28/2010 and will end on 6/28/2013 and we are up around 15,000.00 from previous period. Reported we can take applications but cannot pay yet without Contract number being assigned from Washington.

· Frank Yancey gave Coordinators report he stated that the funding was restored to the RC&D program for 2010. He said that the Council’s Water Well System Loan Project is still receiving applications and asked the Partnership to let others know. Frank mentioned that Krysta Harden Assistant Secretary for the USDA, came to Albany Monday to award a grant to the Ga. Water Planning and Policy Center and that the Golden Triangle RC&D will help implement the grant. Reports were also given on the RC&D’s Better Back Roads Project in Terrell County and that Friends of George T. Bagby meeting, where effort is being made to save the park from being closed. The Council’s next meeting is July,27 in Colquitt.

· Newton reported that He and Suzanne Brandt attended Project Wet training workshop which will be good for the Partnership as to equipping teachers to teach about our watershed.

· Chris Metcalf with US Fish and Wildlife reported that he is working on projects with Miller funded through Golden Triangle & the Partnership. Bridge sites at Aycox Creek also Whites bridge would get assistance from NRCS. Partnership for Wildlife to shift funds into restoration. Also he talked about unpaved road projects – road sites identified looking at projects in Early, Seminole, and to coordinate projects in these areas. He stated that the Partnership could vote to use 319 funds for roads.  He said there is a need to GPS the Springs all along the run of the Creek and then they can be identified for funding to excavate out to increase flow.

· Newton introduced Bert Early of the Georgia Forestry Commission who is District Water Quality Specialist. Along with Matt Roach who is the Area Water Quality  Specialist. Bert spoke of the responsibility of his department is to Educate, Investigate, and Mitigate Forestry water quality issues. He said Stream Crossing are a problem in logging operations only @ 44% were in compliance 2 Surveys ago, but this last Survey they were up to 65% in compliance. He also said that there was BMP manuals available at the Ga. forestry Commission offices, and at gatrees.org.
· Newton introduced the Centers, Gene and Betty and said that the Sivopasture Field Day would be on their farm 7/27/2010 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon.

· Newton asked if there was any old business and the minutes of the last meeting was approved as written. In other old business Newton stated that the grant with KDCB and BHS did get done and that it sparked a lot of interest with other Clubs and civic organizations to donate to for recycle trailers for schools to build. Also he stated that work on the trailer would be completed in the fall.
· Newton then asked if there was any new business and it was brought up that the NRC committee needed to be updated because there were 5 that resigned or dropped out. Then he went over the list and asked for nominations from the floor. Nominated  and approved was Bobby Aiken, Billy Poppell, Richard Adams.

· Newton suggested that the Pollution, Outreach, and Cleanup Committes needed to be into the Steering Committee. Approved by all. Then the floor was opened for nominations to the Steering Committee. Nominated but not present was Neal and Brenda Spooner and Chris Metcalf in an Advisory role. Billy moved to merge committees with the same members that was on the other Committees, all agreed. Chris stated that we need more land owners on the Steering Committee, all agreed and Toby Warr, Buddy Glass, Rick Little, Walter Hays, and Betty Center.
· Billy Roland said the Steering Committee purpose is to push the Partnership and the NRC was to vote on Contracts. He also said each Committee could elect their on chairman.

· Suzanne Brandt said October 16th Rivers Alive in Bainbridge 8:00 a.m. till noon.

· Newton Cloud said the Partnership may need to meet within next 6 weeks.

· Meeting Adjourned.

