Spring Creek Watershed Partnership
Minutes

December 1, 2010 -10:30a.m.

Emerald Lake RV Park, Colquitt/Miller County
Newton Cloud opened the meeting and recognized attending Partners. 

Billy Roland gave the opening prayer.

Newton went over the SCWP FY 07 grant budget and talked about Connie Gilliam of GAEPD’s visit of Spring Creek in November. Newton explained that there was $34,284.74 left in the FY07 budget and that the RC&D Council had received a 6th month extension. This will allow the Partnership to use the remainder on erosion project and on end gun shut-off’s for irrigation. Newton mentioned that Connie Gilliam had stated that Spring Creek Watershed Partnership was the largest recipient of GAEPD 319(h) grant funding.
Newton reported that the funding period of the new SCWP (Phase III) contract is June 2010-June 2013. Funding for Phase III was $665,000.00 with $491,250.00 allocated for BMP installation. Already 12 producers had signed up and 3 projects had been completed. The Natural Resource Committee had already met twice to approve BMP cost-share projects.
Chris Metcalf (USFWS) asked about using some of the funding for dirt road improvements to reduce sedimentation. Newton mentioned that funding can be used for priorities not originally specified for in the grant documentation as long as it is approved by the Partnership, the Golden Triangle RC&D, and GAEPD.

Frank Yancey (NRCS/Golden Triangle RC&D) gave a report on Council activities including a Albany Farmers’ Market meeting on 12/6 and a Fort Valley Extension Ag. meeting on December 20 in Albany. He also talked about a irrigation outreach grant in cooperation with GA Water Planning and Policy Center, a farm energy grant, and the Council’s water well loan program.
Newton gave an update on SCWP activities.

· Grant Reporting Tracking System (GRTS) reporting for EPD showed that the Partnership BMP’s had:
· Reduced 30,210 tons of sediment

· Reduced 7 tons Phosphorus

· Reduced 28 tons of Nitrogen

· The Partnership had put $1 million to work in communities with the FY07grant

· Newton and Suzanne Brandt have become Project WET instructors and can certify teachers in water quality education (teachers will earn PLU’s).
· The recycling trailer for Brinson will be dedicated at the first of the year. This was collaboration between Bainbridge High School, Keep Decatur County Beautiful, SCWP, and the GTRC&D.

· The Partnership has joined the GA River Network which offers grants for boat ramps, stream clean-ups, parks, and recreation activities.
· The US Fish and Wildlife has provided a grant to the Golden Triangle RC&D and the GA Water Planning and Policy Center to identify and maps springs and areas that hold water along Spring Creek.
Suzanne Brandt of Keep Decatur County Beautiful gave a report on their activities including their Rivers-Alive clean-up event that drew 300 people.

Chris Metcalf of the US Fish and Wildlife Service talked about some of the projects that they had been involved in. He thanked Suzanne Brandt for her job as Chair and encouraged the Partnership to continue to invite landowners that live along Spring Creek to the Partnership meetings.
Guest Speaker, Mayor Joe Burke of Donalsonville, discussed his city’s efforts to reduce litter and recycle. Donalsonville had purchased blue drums for recycling and in 1 week, collected 800 lbs of plastic. 

New members Billy Poppell of Decatur County and Betty Center were recognized.
Newton closed the meeting by discussing the work on the Partnership’s new website and mentioned that the Partnership was working on getting a new logo.
The meeting was adjourned.
