February 15, 2011

Letters to the Editor

In response to the The Post-Searchlight front article entitled, “Creek’s withdrawals under scrutiny”, I would like to say I am glad to see Spring Creek taking front page status!  The environmental and economic impact Spring Creek has on the 6 counties in its watershed is tremendous.  There are over 130,000 irrigated acres in the Spring Creek Watershed area, which translates into a lot of agriculture and ag-related businesses. While 1 in 8 jobs in Georgia is agriculture related, I would say that in our 6 county area probably 4 out of 8 jobs are related to agriculture.  A 20% irrigation withdrawal reduction would result in a sizeable impact on farmers, jobs, and our overall economy.  

Additionally, Spring Creek’s cfs (cubic feet per second) flow rate is not being included in the current EPD planning node for water policy on the lower Flint basin.  The fact is the planning node that monitors the flow rate on the lower Flint is located at the bridge in Bainbridge which is above where Spring Creek flows into the Flint.  More study of flow rates and BMP’s (best management practices as listed on the website springcreekga.com) need to be put in place before any water policy is made law on a USEPA 303(d) listed polluted stream and a 305(b) listed endangered species stream.  Spring Creek has 2 endangered species of mussels, the Oval Pigtoe and the Shinyrayed Pocketbook.  USFWS must, by law, protect against taking or harming these 2 species.  

The article said “there needs to be a solution so we can control our destiny”.  There certainly is a way to resolve these issues and Spring Creek Watershed Partnership has been and is working hard to do so.  In 2006, a 319(h) grant was awarded to Golden Triangle RC&D from Georgia EPD to reduce erosion sediments, non-point source chemical pollutants, and to conserve water in the Spring Creek Watershed area.  Another grant followed in 2007 and another in 2010 which will run until 2014.  BMP’s implemented in the watershed area have been able to reduce 41,116 tons of erosion sediment, 10.5 tons of phosphorus, 45.4 tons of nitrogen, and 150 million gallons of water have been conserved through Irrigation Retrofits. Please go to our website at springcreekga.com and see what we are trying to accomplish!

We have many fine partners in this effort such as KDCB, NRCS, USFWS, Georgia Forestry Commission, FRSWD, Georgia DNR, GSW, GWPPC, but what we really need is for individuals to get involved in helping conserve and protect this watershed.  You can join the partnership on the website, or find out how by calling 229-724-8903.  As Partners we can speak with a unified voice that says together we will find solutions.

Sincerely,

Newton Cloud
Program Manager, SCWP
  

